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Who Was the Best Boxer in History and Concussions Rate from The Year 1900 To 2000?



Name
Institution Affiliation
Date



The history of boxing dates back to 17th century in England. During this time boxing was illegal and many fighters and boxing supporters saw themselves get arrested. In 1800s many Irish fighters gained urge to find more challenges and travelled to America. During these years the fighters were billed as ‘Irish against ‘English’. In the 19th century boxing became legalized as a physical game following advocacy by a Christianity group. By 20th century America was already the epic center of boxing. There has been prominent boxing in America among them is Muhammad Ali and Sugar Ray Robinson. There were among the prominent boxers America have ever got ever since with big qualifications and medals. Each of them has got his ups and down in boxing life.
To start with Sugar Ray Robinson, he was born in 1921 and died in 1989. His career spanned 25 years with major titles and victories from the year 1940 to 1965. He was the fan’s favorite and was called “uncrowned champion” by his fans. He started his career with 40 straight victories. In his career he only lost 19 out of 200 of his total fights. According to Thomas 2020 Sugar Ray Robinson owned titles as both a welterweight and middleweight. In 1942 he won the title fighter of the year after winning a total of 14 fights without losing (N. Y Amistad, 2005). He was a hero to other boxers like Muhammed Ali who recognized him as “the king, the master, my idol”. During his career in 1947 he killed a fellow fighter in the ring by the name Jimmy Doyle. Robison was a puncher. He was able to fight almost any style: he could come out one round striking with the fist, the next counter punching and the next fighting on the outside flicking his jab. He would use his formless style to exploit his opponents’ weakness. He also possessed great speed and precision (Boyd & Robinson 1962). He was named greatest of all times by sportswriter’s trainers and fellow boxers.in 1999 he was given the title welterweight of the century, middle weight of the century and overall fighter of the century by the Associated press. He was inducted into the Madison square Garden Walk of Fame, which was established in 1992 in recognition of athletes, artists, announcers and coaches for their achievement and performances at the venue (Associated press, 1992). In 1997, Robinson was renamed the best of all time -- "pound for pound" – following consideration by a magazine company who choose him as the best boxer. Due to his victories many later legends were encouraged to join boxing, the likes of Muhammed Ali. Sugar Ray Robinson career was a remarkable one though he also at some points encountered losses. In total he lost 19 games 12 of which came after he lost the title to Paul Pender. In 1961 he defeated future world champion Denny Moyer. He won him by staying outside rather than engaging him (Conkiliin, William R, 1961). They had a rematch 4 months later and Moyer defeated Robinson on points. Moyer won 7-3 on all three judges’ score cards (Teague, Robert L, 1962). Five of those defeats came in 1965 which was the last year of his career while he was 45 years old. In that last year of his career he also won more fights than he lost. In his later life Robinson stated that inn 1965 he went broke having spent all his $4 million earned from his career (Robinson & Anderson, 1994). A month after his last fight Robinson was honored with a night in December 1965 at New York’s Madison Square garden in which ceremony he was awarded a lot of trophies. In 1960s he acted in some television shows like mission impossible (archived 2009). In 1969 he founded the Sugar Ray Robinson Youth Foundation for the inner-city Los Angeles area (Wiley, 2000). He was diagnosed with diabetes and later diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease (P. Frank, 2007). He later died in Los Angeles at the age of 67 and was buried in California.
Muhammed Ali, born Cassium Marcellus Clay junior was born in January 17 1942. His fans nicknamed him as “the greatest”. He started training as an amateur boxer at the age of 12. He turned to professional boxing in the year 1960 at summer Olympics and won gold medal in the light heavy weight division. In 1964 he challenged Sonny Liston, who was by then regarded as the most powerful fighter of his era. However, Ali caused a great upset in sports history when he defeated Liston. In the following years, Muhammed became consecutive champion triumphing over several fighters. In 1967 Ali was to be inducted to the U.S armed forces to fight in Vietnam, but he refused citing his religious beliefs (Roberts, Randy 1991). He was put under imprisonment for five years for refusing to get inducted into the armed forces. This led to him being stripped of his championship and denied license to fight by every state athletic commission in the U.S for 3 ½ years. In 1971, Ali had a match against Joe Frazier in what was known as “fight of the century”. In this match Ali had his first loss after 31 wins. He also lost to Ken Norton but then beat Frazier in a fight dubbed the “Thrilla in Marilla” (J. Caspian, 2013). In the year 1974. Ali fought against George Foreman who was undefeated heavy weight champion by then. The fight was titled as “Rumble in the Jungle”. It was held in Kinshasa, Zaire. Ali defeated George with an eight-round knockout hence reclaiming the heavy weight title. In the year 1978, Ali lost his title to Leon Spinks, but then Ali defeated him in a rematch in September of the same month. This victory name him set a record as the first boxer to be awarded heavy weight championship thrice. Muhammed Ali took a short retirement and later came back to in 1980 to fight against Larry Holmes but unfortunately, he lost. His 5th loss occurred in 1981 where he lost to Trevor Bernick. In his career life he had a record of 61 total fights winning 56 and losing 5. His retirement came in 1981. Muhammed received the presidential Medal of Freedom, Golden gloves among many other rewards. However, he also had various concussion along his career according to Thomas, Robert McG (1984) Ali was estimated to have had taken 29,000 blows to the head during his career life. He had five major concussions. On his later career, Arthur Mercante said: "Ali knew all the tricks. He was the best fighter I ever saw in terms of clinching. Not only did he use it to rest, but he was big and strong and knew how to lean on opponents and push and shove and pull to tire them out. Ali was so smart. Most guys are just in there fighting, but Ali had a sense of everything that was happening, almost as though he was sitting at ringside analyzing the fight while he fought it” (Hauser 2004). He later in mid-1970s in involved himself in martial arts such as karate and taekwondo. He interacted with Bruce lee and Jhoo Goo Rhee who taught him several techniques like ‘accupunch’. He later died on June 2016.
Based on the number of competitions each champion held Ray Robinson had a total of 200 games while Muhammed Ali engaged in a total of 61 games in his boxing life. Out of the 200 games Robinson won 175 games, 110 of them being by knockouts and he lost 19 games during his career. Muhammed Ali in his case won 56 games of which 37 were by knockouts and lost 5 games only. Based on these facts it is evident that Ray Robinson had a more successful boxing career in the 20th century compared to Mohammed Ali. This is though as he engaged himself in more challenges in his career than Muhammed Ali. Muhammed was also quoted considering Ray Robinson as his idol in boxing. He was also named best of all time in 1997. 
In conclusion boxing have been one of the best games with a long history in America and the whole world. America holds about 60% of world champions of boxing since the introduction of boxing game in 19th century. Ray Robinson appears to be one of these most successful boxers of the 20th century. Boxing as any game challenges that occurs along the journey like injuries death and such like. It’s painful that the world loses these legends out of diseases some of which are caused by injuries sustained during their career life. Despite the argument that Ray Robinson is the champion in this text both of them are champions in their own way as each have won various medals and challenges in their boxing career.
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